
Federal Investigations Notice 

Notice No. 05-01 Dale: March 1, 2005 

SUBJECT: Interpol Searches 

In the interest .ofproviding .our cust.omers with the m.ost c.omplete and c.omprehensive 
investigative inf.onnati.on available, the U.S. Office .ofPers.onnel Management (OPM) is 
partnering with the Internati.onal Criminal P.olice Organizati.on, U.S. National Central 
Bureau (Interp.ol - US NCB) t.o c.onduct Interpol rec.ord checks f.or investigati.ons requiring 
.overseas c.overage. The USNCB was auth.orized by Federal statute, and it .operates within 
the guidelines prescribed by the Department .of Justice, in c.onjuncti.on with the 
Department .ofH.omeland Security. Its missi.on is t.o facilitate internati.onallaw 
enf.orcement c.o.operati.on as the United States representative with Interp.ol .on behalf.of the 
Attorney General. A Jull explanati.on .ofthe USNCB and its functions can be f.ound at 
www.usd.oj.g.ov/usncb. 

Under the tenns .of .our agreement with USNCB, an Interp.ol search will be c.onducted 
when, f.or six m.onths .or m.ore, the subject .of an investigati.on: (1) had a n.on-military 
f.oreign residence; (2) had n.on-military empl.oyment .overseas; (3) was engaged in 
academic activities abroad;.or (4) when the subject admits t.o, .or there is devel.oped, 
criminal activity .overseas within the investigative c.overage peri.od. 

OPM investigative pers.onnel will initiate a request through Interp.ol res.ources f.or details 
.of any admitted .or devel.oped criminal activity. An.other tenn .of the agreement with 
USNCB requires that with each inquiry, the c.ountry providing the inf.onnati.on ab.out the 
subject will be asked t.o pennit the release .of the rec.ord inf.onnati.on t.o the subject sh.ould 
he/she f.onnally request it. This is imp.ortant because Dilly if the COUIltly grallts this 
permission may OPM.or the cust.omer agency utilize the results .of the Interp.ol search as a 
basis f.or a negative suitability detenninati.on. Alth.ough inf.onnation received under these 
c.onditi.ons may be used t.o devel.op leads to assist in resolving issues, it cann.ot be cited .or 
used as a basis for denial ullless the c.ountry explicitly grants pennissi.on t.o release the 
infonnati.on. 

If, as a result .of an Interp.ol check, c.overage .of issues .outside the nonnal sc.ope .of an 
investigati.on is required, agencies may .obtain the c.overage by submitting a request f.or a 
Reimbursable Suitability/Security Investigati.on (RSI) t.o: 

OPM-CFIS 
Federal Investigati.on Processing Center 
Attenti.on: Government Operati.ons Group 
1137 Brancht.on R.oad 
B.oyers, PA 16018-0618 

http://www.usdoj.gov/usncb


Single Interpol record searches may be requested through a Special Agreement Check 
(SAC). For information on procedures or guidance for submitting a SAC, please contact 
your agency's Investigations Program Specialist. 

This initiative will result in a minor change in codes reflected in the Personnel 
Investigations Processing System (PIPS). Currently Interpol results appear as a General 
(GENL) item on the Case Closing Transmittal (CCT). Once programmed into the PIPS, 
the results will be displayed as an "INPL" item on the CCT. All pertinent, releasable 
record information will be included in the report of investigation. 

If you have questions regarding this notice, please contact your agency's Investigations 
Program Specialist directly or call (202) 606-1042 for assistance. 

V'~ ~j}dLc~~y L~llamanKa 
D puty Associate Director 
Center for Federal Investigative Services 
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